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I want to start by wishing 

you ñHappy Holidaysò from 

Iraq. Here at Forward Op-

erating Base Taji, we just 

finished celebrating our 

Thanksgiving, and now we 

are looking forward to 

Christmas. Thanksgiving 

was a reminder for all of 

us that we have so much to be grateful for in 

America, so many freedoms and such much 

prosperity. You may not fully realize how 

blessed we truly are until youôre in a place like 

Iraq, where most have very little. It just makes 

you appreciate what we have and the freedoms 

we enjoy.  

I appreciate the hard work of the Sol-

diers assigned to the 96th Sustainment Brigade. 

Our customers here are extremely happy with 

the services and logistical support we are pro-

viding. We have companies and detachments 

that are spread around the country, often in re-

mote areas, making sure we provide the highest 

possible level of support to our customers. Many 

of our Soldiers are out in harmôs way on a regu-

lar basis and Iôm thankful for what they do, and 

for the sacrifices of both the Soldiers here, and 

their families back home. As tough as it is being 

here during this part of the year, we appreciate 

the support we get from our families.  

There is a great excitement as we watch 

the Iraqis begin to run their own country, with 

their own government. The United States is 

turning over more and more responsibility, and 

now the Iraqis are really starting to take the 

lead. Iôm excited to continue our partnership with 

them as they transition into a democratic soci-

ety. This is a historic time for the country of Iraq, 

and the whole world will be watching what hap-

pens here.  

Some of the changes that are occurring 

in Iraq now will directly affect us in the 96th Sus-

tainment Brigade. As we continue the drawdown 

and posture ourselves around the enduring 

bases, we will be shifting some units to new ar-

eas. The 96th Sustainment Brigade Headquar-

ters will be one of those that will be asked to 

consolidate and transfer its missions over to two 

other brigades. This will take place starting in 

December thru March.  As changes continue to 

take place and become solidified, we will work 

to keep the Soldiers and their families informed. 

It is very important that we all stay fo-

cused on our mission while these changes take 

place. Our job as Soldiers is to keep doing what 

we do, and in this case, itôs providing the best 

support that we can. Donôt let yourself be con-

sumed by rumors, and donôt be a part of the ru-

mor machine by spreading or starting rumors.  

I also want to remind everyone to con-

stantly be thinking about safety in everything we 

do. Sometimes we may think that the only peo-

ple who need to be focusing on safety are the 

ones driving around in convoys, but we all need 

to keep doing our part to be safe in our actions. 

Stay focused, stay safe, work hard, and letôs all 

have a great holiday season. 
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Weôve been in Iraq for 

nearly two months now, 

and Iôm pleased with the 

way things are coming to-

gether. Our Soldiers are 

getting comfortable in their 

jobs, and weôre seeing 

more teamwork and coop-

eration. Our battalions have 

some innovative programs, such as the 260th 

Combat Sustainment Support Battalionôs Pre-

Warrior Leadership Course. This 40-hour class 

teaches junior Soldiers what they can expect as 

future Non-Commissioned Officers. The course 

is especially valuable for those E-4s who are 

already in leadership positions.  

As we all know, the holiday season is 

upon us, too. While the holidays can be a time 

of great joy, they can also be a time of added 

stress and anxiety to the deployed Soldiers, 

some of whom may be away from their homes 

and families for the first time. Leaders need to 

pay extra attention to their Soldiers during this 

time. If one of your Soldiers seems to be having 

a bad day, find out why. Ask the questions, and 

make sure you get the answers. 

In 2003, I was in Mosul, and my son was 

back at home preparing to graduate from high 

school. While I was very proud of him and his 

accomplishment, I couldnôt help but be bummed 

out by the fact that I wasnôt there with him for his 

graduation.  A captain in my unit noticed that I 

was quieter than normal and inquired if every-

thing was ok with everything at home.  When I 

told him the situation, he found a satellite phone 

so I could call and speak to my son. Besides the 

kind act of finding a satellite phone for me, I was 

grateful that someone took the time to ask what 

was going on with me.  

Leaders in every section need to be fol-

lowing this captainôs example. Get to know your 

Soldiers! Donôt just ask if they are married; find 

out when their anniversary is. Learn what they 

were doing in their civilian lives. Donôt just ask if 

they have children; learn their childrenôs names 

and birthdays, too. Not every conversation you 

have with one of your Soldiers needs to be work

-related. This is especially vital for the junior 

NCOs, since they are not only their first line 

leaders in many cases but also the first Soldiers 

to recognize behavior changes in most cases. 

This advice is not just for leaders.  Eve-

ryone needs to take the time to get to know their 

fellow Soldiers. One easy way to accomplish 

this is by simply eating with different people. 

Donôt always sit with your section when you 

break for chow. Once a day, every day, try to 

eat one meal with a different person, or group of 

people. You may be surprised by how many 

new connections you can make this way. 

The holidays can be a challenging time 

for deployed Soldiers. It is important in this time 

to remember your support back home, and most 

of all, remember why you are here. We are help-

ing make Iraq a better, safer place for the Iraqi 

citizens. You may be apart from your loved 

ones, but you are part of an important mission.   
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W e can 
a lways 

tell what time 
of year it is by 
the decora-
tions at our 
local Wal-
Mart. Spring 
is here when 
the seeds and 

potting soil arrives. Summer is 
fun with water, pools and squirt 
guns line the isles. Scary masks 
and candy let us know itôs Hal-
loween time. And bows, wrap-
ping paper, toys, new bikes and 
trees herald in Christmas and 
Hanukah. Our holidays have be-
come consumer-days. Little 
Jimmyôs wish list is chalk full of 
the latest Xbox 360 games or the 
newest hand-held gaming sys-
tem, the DS-i. Suzy wants a pink 
iPod. Parents are franticly look-
ing for the best deals on the lat-
est and greatest ñwantò for their 
child. This time of year is full of 
choices. 
 
 Will the gifts we give or 
request this year last. Will our 
ñchoicesò be ones that end up 
broken in a week or will our 
ñchoicesò be the type that renew 
faith, lift the less fortunate or 
mend a wounded heart? I share 
with you a true story about 
choices. Choices and the conse-
quences, either positive or nega-
tive, they bring. 
  
 At a fundraising dinner for 
a school that serves children with 
learning disabilities, the father of 
one of the students delivered a 
speech that would never be for-
gotten by all who attended.  
 
 The father said. 'I believe 
that when a child like Shay, who 

I waved to him from the 
stands. 
 
 In the bottom of the 
ninth inning, Shay's team 
scored again. 
 
 Now, with two outs 
and the bases loaded, the 
potential winning run was on 
base and Shay was sched-
uled to be next at bat. At this 
juncture, do they let Shay bat 
and give away their chance 
to win the game? 
 
 Surprisingly, Shay 
was given the bat. As Shay 
stepped up to the plate, the 
pitcher, recognizing that the 
other team was putting win-
ning aside for this moment in 
Shay's life, moved in a few 
steps to lob the ball in softly 
so Shay could at least make 
contact. 
 
 The first pitch came 
and Shay swung clumsily 
and missed. The pitcher 
again took a few steps for-
ward to toss the ball softly 
towards Shay. As the pitch 
came in, Shay swung at the 
ball and hit a slow ground 
ball right back to the pitcher. 
The game would now be 
over. 
 
 The pitcher picked up 
the soft grounder and could 
have easily thrown the ball to 
the first baseman. Shay 
would have been out and that 
would have been the end of 
the game......Instead, the 
pitcher threw the ball right 
over the  
 
first baseman's head, out of 
reach of all team mates. 
 

was mentally and physi-
cally disabled comes into 
the world, an opportunity 

to realize true human nature 
presents itself, and it comes in 
the way other people treat that 
child.' Then he told the following 
story: 
 
 Shay and I had walked 
past a park where some boys 
Shay knew were playing base-
ball. Shay asked, 'Do you think 
they'll let me play?' I knew that 
most of the boys would not 
want someone like Shay on 
their team, but as a father I also 
understood that if my son were 
allowed to play, it would give 
him a much-needed sense of 
belonging. 
 
 I approached one of the 
boys on the field and asked (not 
expecting much) if Shay could 
play. The boy looked around for 
guidance and said, 'We're los-
ing by six runs and the game is 
in the eighth inning. I guess he 
can be on our team and we'll try 
to put him in to bat in the ninth 
inning.' 
 
 Shay struggled over to 
the team's bench and, with a 
broad smile, put on a team 
shirt. I watched with a small 
tear in my eye and warmth in 
my heart. The boys saw my joy 
at my son being accepted. 
 
 In the bottom of the 
eighth inning, Shay's team 
scored a few runs but was still 
behind by three. 
 
 In the top of the ninth 
inning, Shay put on a glove and 
played in the right field. Even 
though no hits came his way, 
he was obviously ecstatic just 
to be in the game and on the 
field, grinning from ear to ear as 
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 Everyone from the stands and both 
teams started yelling, 'Shay, run to first! Run to 
first!' Never in his life had Shay ever run that far, 
but he made it to first base. He scampered 
down the baseline, wide-eyed and startled. 
 

 Everyone yelled, 'Run to second, run to 
second!' Catching his breath, Shay awkwardly 
ran towards second, gleaming and struggling to 
make it to the base. By the time Shay rounded 
towards second base, the right fielder had the 
ball, the smallest guy on their team, who now 
had his first chance to be the hero for his team. 
He could have thrown the ball to the second-
baseman for the tag, but he understood the 
pitcher's intentions so he, too, intentionally 
threw the ball high and far over the third-
baseman's head. 
 
 Shay ran toward third base deliriously as 
the runners ahead of him circled the bases to-
ward home. All were screaming, 'Shay, Shay, 
Shay, all the Way Shay!' Shay reached third 
base because the opposing shortstop ran to 
help him by turning him in the direction of third 
base, and shouted, 'Run to third! Shay, run to 
third!' 
 
 As Shay rounded third, the boys from 
both teams, and the spectators, were on their 
feet screaming, 'Shay, run home! Run home!' 
Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate, and 
was cheered as the hero who hit the grand slam 
and won the game for his team 
 
 'That day', said the father softly with 
tears now rolling down his face, 'the boys from 
both teams helped bring a piece of true love and 
humanity into this world'. Shay didn't make it to 
another summer. He died that winter, having 
never forgotten being the hero and making me 
so happy and coming home and seeing his 
Mother tearfully embrace her little hero of the 
day! 
 
 We are all faced with choices. What do I 
buy the wife, the husband, the girl or boyfriend, 
the child? May we remember what this time of 
year truly is about: it is about giving. Not the ma-
terial possession that will no doubt break or be 

replaced by something newer or more hi-tech, 
but with something that will change how people 
are. That day on the baseball field there was an 
obvious hero to Shayôs father. That hero or he-
roes were the boys on both teams, the ones that 
let Shay play and the ones that were willing to 
sacrifice glory for the one. May we take the time 
to make the choices that will bring true, eternal 
and life changing consequences of good to 
those around us, so that one day a story may be 
told of us, the ñheroò who thought of someone 
other than themself. 

Sgt. Brent Clark  
96th SBDE Chaplain Assistant  

Dining Facility Hours  
 

DFAC 1 - CSM Cooke  
 

Breakfast: 0600 - 0900 
Lunch: 1100 - 1400 
Dinner: 1630 - 2000 

Midnight: 2300 - 0030 
 

DFAC 2 - Cantigny  
 

Breakfast: 0630 - 0930 
Lunch: 1130 - 1430 
Dinner: 1700 - 2030 

Midnight: 2330 - 0100 
 

DFAC 3 - SGT Timothy H. 
Walker  

 
Breakfast: 0600 - 0900 

Lunch: 1100 - 1400 
Dinner: 1700 - 2030 

 
For a Camp Taji  

Chapel Schedule,   
Turn to page 20.  

CONT. from Chaplain 



       

A Message from the Safety Officer  
By Lt. Col. David Adamson  
96th Sustainment Brigade Safety Officer  
 
Remember, traffic accidents are just as real here as at home.  The posted speed (20 and 
in some cases 30 miles an hour) is plenty on our dirt roads, especially now, in the wet 
season.  Here in Taji the wet mud becomes a better lubricant than it does a road.  And 
many soldiers are sliding off of the roads.  Two Taji drivers have already had rollovers 
this season. None of the trucks or Drivers were from the 96th  SBDE. 

Off the FOB, on MSR Detroit there was a fatal rollover that might have been avoided if the driver had followed 
the posted speed limit, or the gunner had been wearing his protective equipment. 
Military policemen here are enforcing the speed limits, so unless you want an uncomfortable conversation with 
the commander regarding your career progression, follow the traffic regulations. 
Our brigade depends on you to think safety throughout this deployment. Take care of yourself out there.  Also, 
if you notice any unsafe conditions or hear of an accident or injury, notify LTC Adamson at 834-1023 or 
david.adamson@iraq.centcom.mil 
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Hand Sanitizers: What You Don't 
Know 
(http://webmail.aol.com/28878/aol-1/en-us/Suite.aspx) 
By Stephanie Tweito Jacob 

 
 We all know that having clean hands is one way to 

prevent seasonal cold and flu viruses including H1N1 swine 
flu. But should you wash with soap and water, or coat your 

hands with disinfecting gel from one of those dispensers that 
seem to be appearing in more and more restrooms, offices, 

hallways and stores? 
 

 If your hands aren't actually grimy, the best way to 

clean them is to use hand sanitizer, James Scott, a microbi-
ologist at the University of Toronto's Dalla Lana School of 

Public Health told "Best Health Magazine." 
 

 "It reduces the bacterial burden to a greater extent 
than soap and water," he said. "And your hands stay cleaner 

longer than if you were to use soap and water." 
 

 The waterless gels and foams have also been found 
to be effective in preventing the spread of viral and bacterial-

based diseases like seasonal colds and flus. One study found 
that college students with hand-sanitizer dispensers in their 

dorms had fewer complaints of coughs, chest congestion and 
fever. Plus their risk of getting sick was 20 percent lower than 

students whose dorms did not have the dispensers. 
 

 But the hand sanitizers must contain 60 percent or 
more alcohol, according to the FDA. Skim past the "kills 

99.9% of bacteria" claim on the package and instead be cer-
tain that the active ingredient listed is either ethanol or iso-

propanol, at a percentage over 60. 

 
 They also must be used correctly. Make sure hands 

are free of visible grime and dirt and then apply a palm-full of 
product and rub vigorously for 20 to 30 seconds, making sure 

to distribute the sanitizer between your fingers, under your 
nails and jewelry, on your wrists and on the backs of each 

hand. 
 

 Never rinse your hands with water or wipe them 
with a towel after using a hand sanitizer -- this will counteract 

the effect of the product. 
 

 Another gold star for hand sanitizers: They tend to 
be gentler on skin than soap and water. Despite their high 

alcohol content, which is often thought to make creams and 
gels drying, one study found alcohol-based hand sanitizers 

left skin in better condition than antibacterial soap. "Most of 
the modern hand sanitizers have emollients in them that will 

actually improve skin condition," Scott said. 
 

 But, don't toss your soap dispenser just yet. While 
the high alcohol content of hand sanitizers can kill bacteria, it 

doesn't necessarily clean your hands. That is, it does not cut 
thorough grime like dirt, blood, feces or other bodily fluids. 

Therefore, soap and water must be the first choice in rest-
rooms. It is also essential in the kitchen as alcohol doesn't kill 

the foodborne bacteria E. Coli as well as soap and water does. 
 

 The best way to wash your hands with soap and 

water is to rub hands vigorously for at least 20 seconds, 
scrubbing front and backs of hands, wrists, and between fin-

gers and under fingernails, according to the Mayo Clinic. 
Rinse well, dry hands with a clean or disposable towel or air 

dryer and, if possible, use your towel to turn off the faucet. 
 

www.96thsbde.com 

Photo by CPL Richmond Barkemeyer 

mailto:david.adamson@iraq.centcom.mil


Page 8                         The Deadeye Times                      November  2009                                   

www.96thsbde.com 

3666th Soldiers show off their talents 
Story by Sgt. Kristine Thompson, 3666th Maintenance Co. 
 

CAMP TAJI, Iraq ï Two Soldiers of the 

3666th Support Maintenance Co. of the 

541st Combat Sustainment Support Battal-

ion participated in the Camp Taji variety 

show on Oct. 30.  

Spc. Joshua Moore, a wheeled vehi-

cle mechanic with the 3666th Maint. Co., 

from Gilbert, Ariz., played guitar and sang 

an original song which received a standing 

ovation. ñSpc. Moore is a mainstay at unit 

functions where his ability to make up 

songs on the fly is sought after and is often 

the highlight of the evening,ò said 1st Sgt. 

Russell Richardson, the companyôs first 

sergeant and a Chandler, Ariz. native. 

   

 

 Another one of 3666thôs Soldierôs 

who participated in the talent show is Pfc. 

Sarah Stevens a wheeled vehicle me-

chanic, and Mesa, Ariz. native.  

 ñPfc. Stevens is a talented dancer 

and put on a superb display of her skills in 

a contemporary dance routine,ò said 

Richardson. New to the Army, she turned 

down a scholarship offer to the Julliard Col-

lege of Fine Arts so she could pursue a life-

long dream to serve her country. 

 ñThere is real talent in the 3666 

Maintenance Co.  These Soldiers are spe-

cial people and should be proud of their 

contributions, efforts and skills that they dis-

played at the talent show while serving their 

country.ò  

Pfc. Sarah Stevens, a Mesa, Ariz. native, and a 
wheeled vehicle mechanic with the 3666th Mainte-
nance Company, 541st Combat Sustainment Sup-
port Battalion, 96th Sustainment Brigade, performs 
a contemporary ballet routine during the Camp Taji 
Variety Show on Oct. 30. 

Spc. Joshua Moore, a Gilbert, Ariz., native, and a 
wheeled vehicle mechanic with the 3666th Mainte-
nance Company, 541st Combat Sustainment Sup-
port Battalion, 96th Sustainment Brigade, received a 
standing ovation from the crowd of the Camp Taji 
variety show where he sang and played on his guitar 
his original song entitled ñYouôre the Reason.ò  

Photo by 1st Sgt. Russell Richardson 

Photo by Capt. Anthony John 
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When you ask a Soldier about Iraq, 
the first thing you expect to hear are stories 
of the dangers faced and anxiety experi-
enced.  However, it is very exciting and re-
warding to be a part of a convoy and see 
how other Forward Operating Bases look 
and to experience the different things they 
have to offer.  In addition to the mission, 
something else which has quickly captured 
my attention are the Dining Facilities.  
DFACs are something everyone thinks 
about without realizing it a part of their daily 
planning process.  Sitting back to enjoy a 
fresh smoothie, real silverware or a big, 
freshly cut slice of fruit can make a huge 
difference in breaking up the monotony.   

No matter where you travel, you can 
always ask and quickly be pointed to the 
best dining facility on the FOB.  There is 
always something tasty or specifically fasci-
nating that one has and another does not.   
Any FOB resident can easily tell you what 
that special feature is.  For example, FOB 
Hammer has freshly cut fruits; trust me, 
there is no fruit better than one cut in front 
of you.     

Many Soldiers, like 2nd Lt. Alden 
Jones from San Francisco, Calif., with the 
396th Transportation Co., have experi-
enced the hospitality at JSS Suj.  Jones 
said, ñThe thing that excited me is the hot 
ñmarmiteò meal for breakfast and dinner.ò  
Chow at JSS Suj is trucked in or 
ñmermitedò twice daily from a nearby FOB 
because there is no dining facility. The ar-
rangement at FOB Suj is another example 
of each FOB having unique features that 
those going out on mission can get excited 
about. Officers, NCOs, and Soldiers con-
duct their missions with high hopes of get-
ting lucky enough to rest over night and eat 
at the DFAC. 

For me, the excitement and thrill is 
an everyday experience while assigned to 
Camp Liberty on Victory Base Complex. I 
can think of more than seven DFACs in the 
area.  Each of these DFACs has their own 
distinct feature.  For example, Stryker 
DFAC, has pizza balls, which, by-the-way, 
are excellent.     

At lunchtime, my commander always 
knows how to put a smile on my face.   
When we load up in that Ford F-150 of his 
and head over to the Oasis Sports DFAC 
on Camp Victory, I know, soon we will be 
enjoying those fresh smoothies and milk-
shakes. Another advantage of so many 
DFACs is that you can have seafood or 
down home cooking any day of the week; 
or, you can just walk back to the room and 
eat those cold sardines that Mom sent in a 
care package, but whereôs the fun in that?    
 When you read this article, itôll 
probably only take a minute or two to real-
ize just how true this is.  Iôd also be willing 
to bet if you walk up to anyone on the 
FOBs in Iraq, they can tell you the DFAC 
scheduled feeding times and which ones 
are open 24/7, which one has the best air 
conditioner or the quickest and nicest ser-
vice or is the cleanest.  It is so funny to 
think how something so small keeps troops 
motivated and excited and morale high.  I 
know as I write this article, it makes me 
wonder where I can go tonight to get that 
cut-in-half crab leg just waiting for me to dip 
it in melted butter.  Well, it is 5:00 pm and 
De Fleury DFAC is having just what I am 
craving, so, off I go.     

  Chow, whether served in the air 
conditioned comfort of a palatial DFAC or 
pulled from an MRE bag in the gritty sand, 
is always on a Soldiers mind.   
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Sampling Iraqôs tasty treasures 
By 2nd Lt. Christopher Brunner, 396th Trans. Co.  




